BYRON
And for the first few weeks after she had left he wrote
to her lovingly. But by the same post he also sent
letters to Lady Melbourne saying that all was finally
over between them, and talking airily of other flirta-
tions. Lady Melbourne, always anxious to make
trouble between them, duly reported his words to
Caroline. Immediately torrents of accusation, lament-
ings, and abuse began to pour over from Ireland on
his head. From force of habit he denied Lady Mel-
bourne's reports. But as a matter of fact he was glad
enough of an occasion for quarrel Caroline's absence
had made him realize how delightfully quiet life could
be without her. By the end of August he had made up
his mind he must be free of her before she came back.
His best method seemed to be to involve himself
with another woman. Accordingly, prompted partly
by Lady Melbourne, he sent a proposal of marriage
to her niece, Miss AnnabeUa Milbanke. Miss Milbanke
refused him: with a certain relief, Byron turned to less
responsible forms of love. And by the middle of
October, he was up to the neck in an affair with Caro-
line's old friend, Lady Oxford. It seems odd that* he
should have left one professional romantic for
another. But Lady Oxford's romanticism was very
different from Caroline's, a fashionable pose that had
no connection with the cool and easy-going sensuality
which in fact directed her conduct. "A broken heart
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